LETTER   XLII.

October jist, 1786.
*         *         *         *         *         *         *

THEY have also affirmed (that is, Prince Ferdinand has)
that it was I who refuted the estimate * of Launay.
From that moment I have daily left my card at
the house of Launay, and have declared that to torment
people seemed to me to be a thing so unnecessary that,
exclusive of the cowardice of wantonly striking a man
under misfortunes, none but a fool could have invented
so silly and malicious a tale.

On the reply to the refutation of his estimate, Launay
received so severe a letter that he immediately demanded
permission to retire. The King answered this should be
granted him, when the commission should have no more
need of his assistance.

It is loudly rumored here, after having been long
whispered, that a treaty is concerting between Russia,
Austria, and Prussia; the pretext for which is the paci-
fication of Holland. I own that at present I do not see
the least probability of truth in the report. Neither the
King, nor any one of his Ministers, appears to me to
have an understanding sufficiently enlarged for such a
project. Not but we most assuredly ought to pay very
serious attention to the rumor.

As I was finishing my phrase, I received information
that Dr. Roggerson, the favorite physician of the Czar-
ina, the same whom she sent to Vienna, and of whom I
spoke to you in my former dispatches, is just arrived.
Now or never is the time for an EYE WAR; but this kind
of tilting can be performed only by ambassadors; they
alone possess the means, were we to exclude every other
except the all-puissance of supper parties, which are the
very sieves of secrets.

*Compte rendu.
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